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141
based parameters, such as specific growth rate, biomass, pigment content or chlorophyll 
226
Growth rates (µ), expressed as day -1 , were calculated using the following equation:
where N t is the cell density at time t and N 0 is the cell density at time 0.
229
Growth inhibition was determined by comparing the cell density of the treated cultures
230
with the cell density of the control cultures (zero inhibition).
232

Relative cell size
233
Cultures were analysed by flow cytometry to study potential alterations in cell size after 
Spectrophotometric determination of chlorophyll a 283
The chlorophyll a content of T. suecica was analysed by spectrophotometry. In general, the antibiotics assayed showed inhibitory effects on the growth of
310
Tetraselmis suecica (Fig. 1) . (Fig. 4) . After 24 h, cultures exposed to the antibiotics showed a significant (p < 
372
The three antibiotics assayed in this study alter the growth of the microalgae 
403
Except for growth, the remaining parameters were evaluated after 24 h of antibiotic 404 exposure, when growth was not significantly affected (Fig. 1) .
405
The presence of a proportion of smaller cells in cultures with antibiotics may be 406 explained by the inhibition of growth detected (Fig. 2) 
434
Regarding cell chlorophyll a content, a significant decrease was observed in cultures Although the green alga is a non-target organism, the observed toxicity exerted by some 
Conclusions
474
The three antibiotics tested caused significant alterations on the microalga and the most 475 affected parameters were those related to photosynthesis and growth. represented by an asterisk (*). 
